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Caribbean marine mammals
preservation networks
(CARIMAM)
Strated in 2018 the CARIMAM project is over but we hope that the network could be

survive. 

The outputs of this really productive project are available on our new website dedicated

to Marine Mammals of the Caribbean (English, French and Spanish versions). You can

find lots of valuable information on biology, regulations, threats, all the CARI’MAM

reports and more. The website also features various tools to test and opportunities to

participate in knowledge programs! 

The last tool developed at this end of 2021 is the Whale watching tool kit. 

Watching marine mammals in the wild is an incredible experience and an interesting way

of development for Caribbean territories. 
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However, whale watching disturbs wild animals and can lead to significant impacts when it is too

frequent or intense: in some regions of the world, whale watching has contributed to reproduction

decline and displacement of some dolphin populations.

In order to support commercial marine mammal watching operators to develop a sustainable and

responsible whale watching activity and promote a quality tourism offer, the dematerialized

educational kit developed bythe SPAW RAC is composed of three videos, an educational booklet and

a small communication kit. Click and discover it !
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https://www.car-spaw-rac.org/?Whale-watcher-Toolkit
https://www.car-spaw-rac.org/?La-mallette-pedagogique-pour-les-professionnels


SPAW-RAC Call
for proposals in
2021

 This year again, a special attention

has been paid to projects and

organizations in countries and

territories, preferentially signatories

of the SPAW protocol, that do not

have easy access to international

funding. A diversity of criteria were

taken into account during the

selection process, in particular the

compliance of the projects with the

objectives of the SPAW Protocol, the

status of the leading structure and

its partners or even sometimes the

innovative aspect.

Among 26 proposals received, 13

projects concerning manatees, sea-

turtles, elasmobranchs, birds, corals,

invasive alien species, conch, and

fish, also through the prism of the

promotion of sustainable fishing

methods, were finally selected to be

supported by the RAC.

 Over € 100.000 was subsided by

SPAW-RAC in 2021 for these projects,

which together represent a total of

more than € 250.000, including

cofinancing obtained through

leverage.

A new call might be
launch in 2022. 

Stay tuned!
 

In light of the persistence of the

CoViD pandemic, which continues to

weaken regional conservation

organizations, prevent the

development of projects and hinder

the organization of face-to-face

events and workshops, the Regional

Activity Center for Specially

Protected Areas and Wildlife

launched a new regional call for

small scale grants (5,000 to 10,000

euros / 4 months to 1 year) for the

second consecutive year.

Launched in May 2021 through

various channels such as the RAC

website its social networks, as well

technical networks such as CaMPAM,

Carib-Coast or Cari’Mam, this call for

projects has allowed for a better

involvement of National Focal Points

of the SPAW Protocol, as they have

been involved in the selection

process.

Mélodie CAUSSAT
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Over € 100.000 was subsided by SPAW-RAC in 2021 for these projects, which together represent a total of more than €

250.000, including cofinancing obtained through leverage.

For the 2020 and 2021 calls for projects, 27 projects were financed by SPAW-RAC for about € 220.000 in about 20 Caribbean

countries and territories: Anguilla, Antigua and Barbuda, the Netherlands Antilles (Aruba, Bonaire, Curaçao, Saba, St.

Eustatius and Sint Maarten), the French Antilles (Guadeloupe, Martinique, St. Martin and St. Barth) and French Guiana,

Belize, Colombia, Cuba, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Grenada, Haiti, Honduras, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, and

Puerto Rico (USA).

The enthusiasm generated by theses calls for projects for small scale grants reflects the need, exacerbated by the pandemic,

of Caribbean organizations for rapid and simple financial mechanisms. SPAW-RAC is looking for partners to amplify this type

of call for proposals.
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CARIBCOAST
-Seagrass bed preservation through the reduction of land-based sources of

pollution in Tamarindo, Culebra, Puerto Rico by Protectores de Cuencas.

-Strategic restoration of mangroves affected by Hurricane Dorian in national

parks of Grand Bahama and Abaco islands, Bahamas, Submitted by: Dr.

Craig Dahlgren, Perry Institute for Marine Science/Bahamas Undersea

Research Foundation

All these project will be completed before the end of 2022. Thank you and

good luck to all our partners for the exciting work in progress.

SPAW-RAC is one of the partners of the

CARIB-COAST project. The SPAW carries

out many activities and seeks, in

particular, to set up 3 pilot sites in the

Caribbean, for the purposes of

restoration and / or protection of marine

ecosystems such as mangroves, coral

reefs and seagrass beds. Thank you to all

the participants, we received most of

valuable and instesting projects and we

are glad to informe that the selected

projects are :

- Pillar Coral Restoration and

Strengthening the Level of Protection for

Critical Reef Ecosystems in the North East

Tobago UNESCO Man and the Biosphere

Reserve by the Environnemental

Research Institute Charlotteville, Tobago

W.I. (ERIC)

Figure : Fringe Reef in Hermitage Bay with arrows indicating the proposed Natural National Heritage Site 
 

Go to the CARIBCOAST
playlist vidéo
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https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLfgMUGQz1vBNfR-50U5lCuSXo3iosOTAi
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLfgMUGQz1vBNfR-50U5lCuSXo3iosOTAi


SPAW-COP
The Eleventh Meeting of the Contracting Parties (COP) to the

Protocol Concerning Specially Protected Areas and Wildlife

(SPAW) in the Wider Caribbean Region was held on July 27,

2021. Due to the continued spread of the COVID-19 pandemic,

the meeting was virtual. 

In 2022, SPAW-RAC stays mobilized to apply the decisions of the

COP, provide support to stakeholders who want to list

protected areas under SPAW Protocol, encourage initiatives in

the region.  The RAC continues to fully play its role within the

Secretariat to meet the needs of conservation of the

environment in the Wider Caribbean Region and face the loss of

biodiversity which remains a major concern for all the

caribbean countries. The SPAW-RAC team is happy to continue

working with partners to meet these challenges.

You can download the documents of the meeting.
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https://www.unep.org/cep/events/conference-parties-cartagena-convention-cops/spaw-cop11

