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Este parque nacional se localiza en el extremo sureste del país, entre las provincias de La Romana y La
Altagracia. Su ámbito territorial constituye una península en forma trapezoidal, cuya base mayor está
representada por una línea imaginaria que une los poblados de Boca de Yuma y Bayahíbe de una longitud
de unos 25kms y su base menor por la costa sur, la cual tiene 11 kms. de largo.  
 

Esta Área Protegida abarca un territorio total de 812.31 km2, incluyendo la Isla Saona con sus 110 km2
de extensión.

Constituye uno de los pocos reductos de bosque tropical conservado en forma compacta en la región
Este del país, en donde existen diversos tipos de ambientes, ecosistemas y hábitat, que a su vez,
propician una gran diversidad biología.

Sus recursos naturales, representan un gran abanico donde se conjugan, exuberante masa de
bosque, áreas costeras, playas, manglares, ensenadas, abrigos rocosos, farallones, humedales y
valiosos enclaves de recursos históricos y culturales, representado por numerosos cavernas y
cavidades que resguardan en su interior vestigios de la cultura de los habitantes existentes en la isla,
antes de la llegada de los españoles, así como plazas ceremoniales y el singular Manantial de la
Aleta, gran hueco de importante profundidad, en el cual, existen numerosas piezas arqueológicas
elaboradas por los aborígenes. 
 
El territorio de este Parque Nacional fue visitado por Cristóbal Colón, quien reconoció sus costas,
descubrió la Isla Saona y se refugió en sus aguas para evadir una tempestad durante su segundo
viaje.

Parque Nacional Cotubanamá 
José Manuel Mateo Feliz
República Dominicana
See english version p.2

Parque Nacional Cotubanamá
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Cotubanama National Park

This national park is located in the extreme
southeast of the country, between the provinces of
La Romana and La Altagracia. Its territorial scope
constitutes a peninsula in a trapezoidal shape,
whose main base is represented by an imaginary
line that joins the towns of Boca de Yuma and
Bayahíbe with a length of about 25 km and its
smaller base by the south coast, which is 11 km.
long.

This Protected Area covers a total territory of 812.31
km2, including Saona Island with its 110 km2
extension.

It constitutes one of the few redoubts of compactly
conserved tropical forest in the eastern region of
the country, where there are different types of
environments, ecosystems and habitats, which in
turn, favor a great biological diversity.
 
Its natural resources represent a wide range where
exuberant mass of forest, coastal areas, beaches,
mangroves, inlets, rock shelters, cliffs, wetlands and
valuable enclaves of historical and cultural
resources come together, represented by numerous
caverns and cavities that shelter in its interior
vestiges of the culture of the inhabitants existing on
the island, before the arrival of the Spaniards, as
well as ceremonial squares and the singular
Manantial de la Aleta, a large hollow of
considerable depth, in which there are numerous
archaeological pieces elaborated by The aborigines.

The territory of this National Park was visited by
Christopher Columbus, who recognized its coasts,
discovered Saona Island and took refuge in its
waters to avoid a storm during his second trip. 

Parque Nacional Cotubanamá
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Large-scale marine protected areas (MPAs) (>100,000
km2) seek to protect and connect large pelagic
ecosystems, enhance ecological processes, and
promote socioeconomic benefits including
sustainable fisheries (1).
One of their greatest benefits is the potential to
conserve highly migratory species such as sharks,
which can travel long distances spanning multiple
national exclusive economic zones (2). Despite a
growing international interest among many national
governments, nongovernmental organizations, and
academic and philanthropic communities to create
large-scale MPAs, the Greater Caribbean, which
contains the greatest diversity of marine biota in the
Atlantic Ocean (3), has been grossly overlooked.
There are currently 33 large-scale MPAs, but not one
is in the Caribbean Sea (4).
Although there is a rich history of the establishment
of MPAs in the Greater Caribbean (5), the majority
allow fishing (6) and do not take into account the
full representation of ocean habitats and
connectivity required to encompass the space use of
migratory species. Large sharks are overfished in the
region; because they are caught locally in high
numbers, they are sparse across most of the Greater
Caribbean (7). [The Mediterranean ocean basin,
which is similarly lacking in large-scale MPAs,
provides another glimpse of this trend—there, large
sharks have virtually disappeared due to fishing
pressure (8)]. Fortunately, in certain countries where
commercial longline fishing has been banned (such
as The Bahamas), shark populations remain strong,
thereby contributing millions of dollars to local
economies through dive ecotourism (9).

The Greater Caribbean region relies on healthy
oceans to drive tourism and sustain livelihoods.
These developing nations are poised to face
mounting pressures for access to fisheries in return
for development, as well as the increasing impacts of
habitat degradation and climate change. MPA
creation and enforcement are admittedly complex;
however, to arrest the decline of threatened species
in the region, establishing large-scale MPAs in the
Greater Caribbean is both an opportunity and a
necessity.
See the article on Research gate:
www.researchgate.net/publication/339241257_The_C
aribbean_needs_big_marine_protected_areas

The Caribbean
needs big marine
protected areas
Austin J Gallagher, Diva Amon,
Tadzio Bervoets, Oliver N. Shipley

Pictures below: Shark tagging
Photo credit: Daniel Norwood
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WIDECAST
The Wider Caribbean Sea Turtle Conservation Network (WIDECAST) has met annually, with few
exceptions, since 1990 – and after a two-year hiatus due to COVID, the network joyfully reunited
in our first-ever virtual meeting (convened over Zoom) on March 23-25, 2022!

More than 120 colleagues from 38 of the constituent nations and territories of the Wider
Caribbean Region enjoyed 47 presentations updating us on research and conservation,
governance and policy, and innovative programming at both community and multilateral
scales. WIDECAST Country Coordinators also hosted a dozen “breakout group” discussions on
topics ranging from digital data platforms and sea turtle medicine to social media and bycatch
mitigation.

Each year, the meeting provides a unique opportunity for Caribbean sea turtle professionals to
support each other, share success stories, re-energize grassroots programs, forge new
partnerships, develop (or evaluate) best practices, and update community leaders, educators,
and policymakers across the WCR on successful sea turtle conservation initiatives.

The meeting also benefited from engaging presentations by the SPAW Regional Activity Center
(sea turtles are included on Annex II of the SPAW Protocol) and from the Secretariat of the
Interamerican Convention for the Protection and Conservation of Sea Turtles (IAC). 

A roster of recommendations emerged from the meeting, including the need for more focused
attention on bycatch issues, veterinary protocols, social media outreach, coastal zone
management concerns (particularly beachfront lighting), and standardization of digital data
collection platforms.

2022 Annual General Meeting - Photo Group
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Building upon the CARIMAM network

Building upon the CARIMAM network, a group of experts have joined
efforts to strengthen capacity and collaboration between Caribbean
marine mammal stranding networks.

Their objectives for 2022 are to:
1) Draft a regional standard protocol for data and sample collection
2) List regional support and expertise for live and mass strandings
3) Organize stranding workshops in territories
4) Facilitate access to best practices and training material

SPAW-RAC news

Several pages dedicated to stranding networks have already been created on the CARIMAM-SPAW RAC website,
where you can find: a list of national contacts and experts, some best practices guides, and some training
material, in English, Spanish and French. Other tools will be put online as our project progresses.
https://www.car-spaw-rac.org/?Stranding-networks-1306

Stranded sotalia.
© French Guiana Stranding Network

STAC10 is fast approaching !
Preparations are underway for the tenth meeting of the SPAW Scientific and Technical Advisory Committee.
The whole SPAW RAC team has been mobilised to accompany the working groups during the summer to
respond to the tasks submitted by the previous STAC.

As a reminder, there are four (4) of these ad hoc working groups dedicated respectively to protected areas,
species, exemptions and the most recent, sargassum. The working groups, composed of experts designated
for their scientific and technical expertise, were established by the STAC and recently re-approved with
specially designed terms of reference and specific tasks following the last STAC in Panama in 2018.

Among the tasks received, the experts of the species group analysed 7 new proposals for the listing of
species in the SPAW protocol, the protected areas group had to evaluate 2 proposals for the listing of
marine protected areas, and the exemptions group examined one programmatic report.

After several months of work on the various proposals and documents provided, the SPAW RAC team is in
the process of preparing the documents for the STAC10 scheduled for the end of January

During this meeting, the work done for the 2020-2021 biennium and the course of action for the next
biennium will be discussed. This STAC10 will then be followed by the 11th Conference of the Parties to the
Protocol.

Keep checking the Secretariat’s and SPAW-RAC’s webpage and social media for update and documents !
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After a MSc in ecology I started at the National Museum of Natural History and
specialized in ecological continuity and implementation of public policies. After
several years in public and private institutions I joined the SPAW RAC in 2019 to
support the implementation of the CARIMAM project.
Today I am proud to commit myself for the conservation of Caribbean
biodiversity and to take charge of the coordination of SPAW RAC programs and
the position of deputy director.

 Géraldine CONRUYT

Lucile ROSSIN

 Claire PUSINERI

After graduating with a PhD in Marine Biology, I have dedicated most of my
career to the study and conservation of marine megafauna in tropical waters of
the Indian and Atlantic Ocean. I strongly believe regional cooperation is a key to
strengthen the conservation of these highly mobile species, so I am thrilled to
have joined the SPAW RAC in 2020 to work on the CARIMAM project and to
now be able to continue my work as the biodiversity project officer for this great
organization.

As an eco-development engineer, I am specialized in project management and
the implementation of efficient organizations in complex environments. I have
worked in many fields: in the public, private and non-governmental sectors in
France, Europe and the Caribbean.
It is with great pleasure that I join the CARSPAW team as director to put my
skills and my dedication at the service of the SPAW protocol and more broadly
of the sustainable development of the wider Caribbean region.
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New SPAW-RAC team !

 Christophe BLAZY

I am very pleased to join the SPAW-RAC Team as an Ecosystem and Protected
Areas Project Officer. I hold a Master’s Degree in Marine Biology obtained in
France. My work experience has been in the field of Marine Ecological
Restoration in the Mediterranean and in Marine Pollution (oil spills and marine
litter) in both a regional activitity centre of the Barcelona Convention in Malta
and in a expertise organisation based in Belgium.



 Julie JOUITTEAU

 Célie NAZICAL

Very interested in geopolitics and in ways to protect the marine environment, 
I am pleased to join the SPAW RAC team as SPAW Protocol and
Communication Project Officer. After a master's degree in international relations
at Panthéon-Sorbonne, I chose to specialise in the Caribbean region. Therefore,
I have had  some experiences in the political and environmental fields in the
region. I am glad to be able to continue to combine my two passions to help
SPAW RAC achieve its missions and protect the wonderful Caribbean region.

After 10 years of experience in project coordination and management support in
the field of design and communication, I am delighted to join the team as
SPAW RAC's international management assistant and to put my skills at the
service of its projects and all its partners in the Caribbean.
Explorer, curious and passionate about the protection of biodiversity, crafts and
low tech, I am delighted to open a new page at your side.
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I am very pleased to join the SPAW-RAC Team as a Marine Fisheries Officer, in
charge of the development of partnership with fisheries experts and
organizations. My work will be part of the CAMAC project, which goal is to study
and identify impacts of Antropogenic Activities on Marine Megafauna.
I hold a Master’s Degree in Marine Biology, Fisheries and Aquaculture. Even
though I am new in the Caribbean, I have work experience in French New
Caledonia, developing and implementing a protocol for small coastal fisheries
monitoring.

 Lucas GENEVE



After 12 years as SPAW-RAC assistant I am moving for new position as Water
management and data project manager at DEAL de la Guadeloupe. It was a
great experience for me to work with UNEP, SPAW Secretariat, and all Caribbean
partners for the protection of biodiversity, waters, and for populations well being.
It's a chance to live in the Caribbean, the work continues.

Marius DRAGIN 

SPAW RAC Team
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Sandrine PIVARD

We express our sincere gratitude to Sandrine Pivard, Director of the SPAW-RAC
for 6 years, who has been able to develop the actions and the network of the
SPAW-RAC through her commitment, dedication and contribution.
We congratulate her on her new position as Deputy Director of the DREAL of
Normandy.


