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Delphinidae with a rostrum

Delphinidae without rostrum

IDENTIFICATION KEY FOR DELPHINIDS OF THE TROPICAL REGIONS OVERSEAS

SIZE (m)
SPECIES HEAD PIGMENTATION AND OTHER CRITERIA FINS "U’:g:'ilgizsln" (newborn/
average | max)
. . . - | Very long rostrum Dark grey pigmentation on the back, light grey Sickle-shaped or triangular
Spinner dolphin Stenella fongirostris | o 4 receding melon on the sides and white on the belly dorsal fin 42064 08/18/23
Pantropical spotted Stenella attenuata | Long rostrum Steel grey pigmentation on the back, light grey
do hirE P andgf'ecedin melon on the sides and belly, lighter sf_pots aﬁpear inadules | Sickle-shaped dorsal fin 34248 08/2/26
P S and the tip of the rostrum is often white
l g " ’ Steel grey pig,mel{]taﬁiom on the babck, ligRt grey ?n
Atlantic spotte Stenella frontalis Long rostrum the sides and belly, flame shape above the shoulder, o
dolphin and receding melon appearance of dark spots on the belly and light spots Sickle-shaped dorsal fin S0ro42 08/18/23
on the back in adults
] Long rostrum 3-tone pigmentation: black on the back, grey ’
Clymene dolphin Stenella clymene and receding melon an the sides, and whice on the belly Sickle-shaped dorsal fin 36to 49 08/17/2
Marked hump in front of
Indo-Pacific Sousa chinensis Long, well-demarcated Variable pigmentation (ivory white to dark gre the dorsal fin and distinc- 27t0 38 09/22/28
humpbacked dolphin rostrum and convex melon| through pink), thick body, generally compact shape tive Lidge along the tail i § §
stocl
Grey pigmentation clearly distinct between the back
V . S i« | Long, well-demarcated N . : .
Guiana dolphin Sotalia guianensis rosteum and convex melan (ddoalgﬁ)ir?mjit%hg Eﬁil\c);((g%g;. sometimes pink), small Triangular dorsal fin 26to 35 07/16/19
. Rogtrum well—dzﬁmarcated .
Indo-Pacific Tursiops aduncus | and proportionally longer | Light grey to dark grey pigmentation on the bac| o
bottlenose dolphin than T truncatus, convex |and white on the belly, robust body Sickle-shaped dorsal fin 22030 1/25/27
melon
Long and narrow rostrum, | Grey-black pigmentation on back with white starred ok aimklo
Rough-toothed dolphin  Steno bredanensis o demarcation between |[spots on the sides, ventral side white from the ros- mgh sickle-shaped dorsal 19to 28 09/23/27
the rostrum and melon trum to the anus
Grey pigmentation that lightens ventrally with light
Fraser's dolphin Lagenodelphis hosei Very short rostrum, flame pattern on the side and a dark grey stripe from Doreal and pectoral fins 34to44 1/23/26
receding melon the eye to the anal region small and slender
Rounded head and convex f » y . .
" e - Black tati th whit tral fi Tips of th toral A
Pygmy killer whale Feresa attenuata mg}_og?ﬁshps with white th?‘gatplt%n;enlllsa 10n with white ventral area from lié%stls rouengsg orat fins 81to 13 08/23/26
El ted head and con- ] ) . . )
Melon-headed whale gfgonr];cepha/a vegnﬁwilgn, l%ag \jilgh \Cuohri]te thf_gl;tplthrr;enztsatlon with white ventral area from Tgﬁtcgdthe pectoral fins 20 to 26 1/22)28
margins p
. Dorsal fin rounded with
Short-Anned Globicephala Rounded head and promi- | Black pigmentation with grey area in the shape of a h
pilot whale macrorhynchus nent melon “W" from chin to anal area mge base. long pectoral 709 14155167
v : ) . Shart pectoral fins with
False killer whale Pseudorca Elongated head Black pigmentation with grey area on the belly be- p -
crassidens and convex melon tween the pectoral fins protrusion on the leading 7to10 18/s/8

edge




Strandings of dolphins, whales,
| seals - live or dead

Technical sheets !
for the correspondents

of the Réseau !

National Echouages

Réseau National Echouages

Contact the National Stranding Network
(Réseau National Echouages)
au 0546449910

Réseau National Echouages
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